
Did you know the month of January is named after the Roman 
god Janus? Janus is pictured as a man with two faces. One 
face is looking backward and the other forward. The beginning 
of a New Year is a time to review the past and to plan for the  
future. 
 
The past can’t be changed. But a person can receive  
forgiveness for sins and failures. And hopefully learn from past 
mistakes. The Bible teaches that the future is in God’s loving 
hands. It teaches that all plans and goals be blanketed with the 
words: “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”  
(James 4:15).  
 
In Philippians 4:2-9 one can find five godly goals for 2022. 
 
The goals are: 
 
1. Repair a broken relationship. (Phil. 4:2). 
2. Rejoice in your relationship with the Lord Jesus. (Phil. 4:4). 
3. Reflect Jesus’ gentleness. (Phil. 4:5). 
4. Rest in God the Father’s loving care. (Phil. 4:6-7). 
5. Reverse destructive thinking. (Phil. 4:8). 
 
Make time to read the verses that connect to each goal. Keep in 
mind that whatever God commands us to do or not to do, He 
will give us the power to obey His Word. The Bible says, “It is 
God who works in [us] to will and to act according to his good  
purpose.”  (Phil. 4:13). 
 

In Jesus’ Love, 
Pastor John 
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Pastor’s New Year’s Message 
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young 

men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the 
LORD will renew their strength. They will soar 

on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow 
weary, hey will walk and not be faint.  

  Psalm 74:17 
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Biblical resolutions 
 
Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 
 

—Gus Nichols (adapted) 

What’s in a name? 
 
   As the U.S. evacuated thousands from Afghanistan in August 2021, 
an Afghan woman gave birth on a plane. She named her daughter 
Reach — the name of the aircraft that brought her family to safety. 
   Many people name their children after loved ones or special 
events; a child born on Christmas might be called Noel or Holly. In 
Bible times, too, names often had meanings: Eve likely means 
“mother of all living”; Abraham, “father of many”; Isaac, “laughter.” 
Moses is a play on words with the Hebrew for “draw out” because 
Pharaoh’s daughter drew him from the Nile. 
   Of course, the most important biblical name is Jesus, which means 
“The Lord saves.” As the angel told Joseph, “[Mary] will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins” (Matthew 1:21, ESV). The Christian church traditionally  
celebrates Name of Jesus on January 1. But every day, as we pray in 
Jesus’ name, we remember that what’s in this name is the salvation 
God offers to all. 

So help me God 
 

   No matter how firm our resolutions, we can’t make 
ourselves better people by ourselves. God empowers 
our good works when we rely on his aid. 
   H.P. Nichols, a 19th-century poet, wrote: 
 

If I resolve, with the new year,  
a better child to be, 
’Twill do no good at all, I fear,  
but rather harm to me, 
Unless I try, with every day,  
no angry word to speak; 
Unless, each morn, to God I pray  
to keep me mild and meek. 
Then let me try with all my might,  
and may God help me too, 
Always to choose the way that’s right,  
whatever act I do. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says 
the Lord. “They are plans for good and not 

for evil, to give you a future and hope.”  
Jeremiah 29:11 

Encouraging Quotes: 
 

“There are far, far better things 
ahead than any we leave  
behind.” —C.S. Lewis 
 
“One resolution I have made, 
and try always to keep, is this: to 
rise above the little things.” 

—John Burroughs 
 
“Deep roots are not reached by 
the frost.” —J.R.R. Tolkien 



Greetings from the Session, 
 
The Session met for its regular 
monthly meeting on December 8, 
2021 at the church.  There were 
three Elders present plus the Clerk.  
Pastor John was the Moderator.  
The meeting opened with prayer.  
There was a quorum present and 
the docket was approved.  
 
The Elders send condolences to the 
Fred Neiwert Family.  Fred passed 
away on Dec. 8, 2021.  His funeral 
was held in the church on  
December 15th.  He was 93 years 
young.  He will be missed by the 
congregation and his family and 
friends.   
 
The minutes for the November 10th 
meeting were approved as printed. 
 
Happy Birthday to Pastor John.  He 
began his 73rd year on December 8, 
2021.  He plans to continue to be 
our temporary pastor for the coming 
year.  Session is working with him to 
help out when he is over whelmed 
with shepherding. 
 
The Deacons continue to minister to 
those in need.  This month it has 
been many of their own.  Prayers for 

Darla Holl, Brent and Julie  
Germann, Susan McGee and Tyson 
Germann.  Our faithful Deacons are 
suffering from many health issues.  
If you have a moment, send them a 
card, text or call. They need  
cheering up. 
 
Advent is winding down.  However, 
the Advent reading with PCUSA  
continues through Epiphany,  
January 6, 2022.  Continue the  
season and celebrate with the  
Wisemen as they worship the new 
born king and get a good start on 
reading your Bible for the rest of the 
year. Bake bread and stay warm! 
 
It is time to elect new officers.  All  
offices are for three-year terms.  
Two elders and two deacons, a 
clerk, and Presbytery representative 
are needed for 2022-2024 slate.  
Please says yes when you are 
asked. 
 
There will be new office hours  
beginnings January 3rd. They are 
Tuesday – Friday, 9:00 A.M. – 
2:00 P.M.  These times will be in 
effect on a trial basis and be 
reevaluated in 3 months.   
Remember the office will be 
closed on Mondays. 

The Christmas Eve offering will be 
given to the Women’s Shelter in  
Rupert. Give as generously as you 
can. 
 

The budget meeting for the Session 
will be held on January 9, 2022; the 
next Session meeting will be  
January 12, 2022; the Annual  
Congregational Meeting will be on 
January 30, 2022.  All reports need 
to be into the office by January 15, 
2022. 
 

All mission payments for 2021 have 
been paid in full.  Thank you for your 
generous donations to First Pres of 
Burley.  Your gifts give support to  
mission work in the community, the 
nation and around the world.  A few 
dollars add up to many when we join 
our hands and hearts in love for our 
neighbors.  Thank you! Thank you! 
 

The meeting closed with prayer at 
8:30 P.M.  Session sends you  
Joyous Christmas Greetings and 
a very Happy New Year Wish---
May God bless you and keep you 
and make His face shine upon 
you. Peace and love to you in  
twenty-two!!!! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Poulton, Clerk of Session 

Session Highlights 

Winter wonder 
 
If you’re tired of shoveling snow by now, just be glad you  
didn’t live in what’s now Keogh, Montana, in January 1887. 
Two years before that area became a U.S. state, personnel at 
an army fort saw a Frisbee-sized flake falling from the winter 
sky. Scientists say the flake, estimated at 15 inches wide, likely 
was the result of numerous smaller flakes merging before 
landing on the ground. That massive dose of winter still holds 
the title of largest snowflake, according to Guinness World 
Records. 

Facing the future 
 
Don’t worry about the future. Worry quenches the work 
of grace within you. The future belongs to God. He is in 
charge of all things. Never second-guess him. 
 

—François Fenelon 



January Scripture Lessons 
from the Lectionary 

Committees & 
Chairpersons 

 

January Birthdays  
 

03 David Shockey 
03 Cecil Napier 
10 Erika Wittman 
15 Kristi Pugh 
16 Ruthy Rayburn 
16 Melissa Fuelling 
19 Susan Shockey 
22 Pam Hoffbuhr 
28 Dan Shockey 
29 Monday Matlock 
30 Zoey Germann 
 

God Bless Your Special Day! 
 

November 
 

Tithes $4,141.00 
Expenses $5,418.91 

 

YTD Totals: 
Tithes $75,152.01 

Expenses $63,017.92 
 

2020 Year to Date            
Tithes and Expenses 

January 2 [2nd Sunday of Christmas / Communion Sunday] 
Jer. 31:7-14; Ps. 147:12-20; 
Eph. 1:3-14; John 1: (1-9) 10-18 
 

January 9 [Baptism of the Lord] 
Isa. 43:1-7; Ps. 29; 
Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
January 16 [2nd Sunday after Epiphany] 
Isa. 62:1-5; Ps. 36:5-10; 
1 Cor. 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

BUILDING & GROUNDS:     
   Paul Pugh 
 

FELLOWSHIP:  
   Brent Germann 
 

FINANCE:  
   Carleen Clayville 
 

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM: 
   Dan Wittman 
 

PERSONNEL & NOMINATING:  
   Jerry Vegwert 
 

WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN ED: 
   Dan Shockey 
 

DEACONS: 
   Darla Holl, Linda Smith,  
   Julie Germann, Tyson  
   Germann, Gary Hollinger  
   and Susan McGee 

January 23 [3rd Sunday after Epiphany] 
Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps. 19; 
1 Cor. 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
 

January 30 [4th Sunday after Epiphany] 
Jer. 1:4-10; Ps. 71:1-6; 
1 Cor. 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30 

For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper  
than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the  

dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow,  
and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

Hebrews 4:12 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 
 
 

In Observance of New 
Year’s Day the Office 

will be Closed 

1 
New Year’s Day 

2 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship & 
Communion 
 

Cupcake Sunday 
 

Deacons  meet 

3 4 
 

5 6 
Epiphany of the Lord 

 

7 8 

9 
Baptism of the Lord 

 

9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 

Annual Budget Meeting 
 
 

Worship Comm. meet 

10 11 12 
7:00 pm  
Session 

13 
1:30 pm  
Mt. Harrison Quilt Guild 

 
 

14 
 

Newsletter Articles 
Due 

15 
Annual Reports Due 

 

10:00 am 
Presbyterian Women 

16 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 

Gideons presentation 
during worship 

17 18 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity begins 
 

19 20 
 

21 
Newsletter Article  

Deadline 

22 

23 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  

24 
 

25 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity ends 

26 27 
 

28 29 

30 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 

Special Offering for Twin 
Falls Refugee Center 
 

Annual  
Congregational  
Meeting 

31      

 2022 

January Servers ~ Thank You! 
 

Head Usher: Carleen Clayville Head Greeter: Dan Shockey 
 

Liturgist: 1/2 Dottie, 1/9 Dan S., 1/16 Gary, 1/23 Dottie, 1/30 Dan S. 
 

Children’s Time: 1/2 Kathy P. 1/9 Kathy P. 1/16 Kathy P. 1/23 Kathy P. 1/30 Kathy P.  
 

Coffee Hour: 1/2 Fellowship, 1/9 _____, 1/16 _____, 1/23 _____, 1/30 Fellowship 
 



 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF BURLEY 

 

The Burley P.W. met on Saturday, Dec. 18th for our Annual Christmas Brunch. Carleen 
Clayville, Moderator, welcomed all in attendance. Kathy Poulton gave the opening  
prayer, the PW Purpose was recited, and the candle was lit. Muffins and fruit were 
served for the brunch, then the business meeting was held. The group voted to give 
monetary gifts to the Church staff, and other special projects, again this year. The  
ladies spent the rest of the time making cookie plates for the people that will be caroled 
to on Sunday, December 19th, and to take home or give to family and friends. Kathy 
furnished the materials for the craft: Handmade Christmas cards to be included with 
the cookies for people being caroled to. With this Christmas Brunch, our PW is  
continuing a tradition that was started many, many years ago. Again, you all are  
Presbyterian Women, and we miss you when you aren’t there! 
 
In Christ's Service,  
Carleen Clayville, Moderator 

Presbyterian Women  
in the News! 

A big thank you to Session and the  
Congregation for another wonderful year 
serving you and God’s Church. My work at 
Burley First Presbyterian is one of my  
greatest joys. Thank you also for the 
very generous Christmas gift from the 
Presbyterian Women!  
   

Blessings,  
Barbra 

 

“BLESSED is she who has 
BELIEVED that the Lord 
would fulfill his PROMISES to 
her!” LUKE 1:45 



Committee Reports 
 

FINANCE REPORT 
 

The Finance Committee wishes to thank all of you who returned their 
pledge and talents forms this past month.  We appreciate you!   If you 
have yet to return yours, and wish to, please contact anyone on the  
committee or session. We take very seriously the commitment of  
being a good steward of the church’s (and your) money.  It is not an 
easy job, as it seems there’s always upkeep and repairs to pay for. 
Please pray for your Session and Deacons. 
 

Have a fantastic New Year!  May your New Year be filled with health & 
happiness and all good things! 
 
With God's blessings 
Your Finance Team 

FELLOWSHIP  
 

Jan.   2: Cupcake Sunday 
Jan. 16: Soup and Games after Worship. 
Please join us for food, fun and fellowship. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Terrie Shockey 

 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 

FEBRUARY 
09: Session 7:00 pm 
10: Mt. Harrison Quilt Guild 1:30 pm  
27: Transfiguration of the Lord 
MARCH 
01: Shrove Tuesday 
02: Ash Wednesday 
04: World Day of Prayer 
06: 1st Sunday in Lent 
09: Lenten Luncheons (Mar. 9—Apr. 6) - TBA  
09: Session 7:00 pm 
10: Mt. Harrison Quilt Guild 1:30 pm 
13: Daylight saving time begins 
13: 2nd Sunday in Lent 
20: 3rd Sunday in Lent 
20: First Day of Spring ;-)  
27: 4th Sunday in Lent 
APRIL 
03: 5th Sunday in Lent 
10: Palm Sunday (Holy Week begins) 
13: Session 7:00 pm  
14: Mt. Harrison Quilt Guild 1:30 pm  
14: Maundy Thursday Service & Meal—TBA 
16: Easter Egg Hunt—TBA 
17: Easter Sunday/Resurrection of the Lord 
17: One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

"Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a 
smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest  

compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which 
have the potential to turn a life around."  

— Leo Buscaglia 

Thank you for all the ways you show 
your love for Linda and I. The list of 
the things you do is a long one.  
It includes: Christmas cards, with fun 
things in them, plates of goodies, gift 
certificates to fine restaurants, etc., gift 

of money from PW, and most of all your faithful participation 
in Christ’s work in and through Burley First Presbyterian. 
 

Love, 
Pastor John and Linda 



 

New Year's Resolutions 

  "I never make New Year's Resolutions, anymore," the man told me, 
"I never keep them, anyway." I can remember all too many  
resolutions I've made and let slip away, too. But I believe New 
Year's resolutions are worth making. Let me tell you why. 
 

First, we all need changes. Some we find very hard to admit to  
ourselves. I've heard people who say, "I have no regrets about my 
life. If I had it to do over, I'd do it the same way again." But that  
attitude is way too blind and self-serving so far as I'm concerned. 
There is great power in confession—to ourselves, to God, to others. 
Owning up to our failures is the first, painful step on the road to 
something better. 
 

Second, when we change calendars is a good time for reassessment. How did last year 
go? What do I want to do differently this year? This time of year always reminds me of a 
passage of scripture, better understood by farmers than suburbanites: "Break up your 
unplowed ground, and do not sow among thorns" (Jer. 4:3). It makes sense. The more 
land you put into production, the more prosperous you'll be. But some of us are stupid 
enough to try to sow seeds in land overrun by star thistle without breaking up the soil 
and taking care to root out the thorns as they come up. Call it laziness. Call it stupidity. 
Let me ask you a serious question. What percentage of your life is producing something 
of value to God? How much "unplowed ground" do you have that ought to be broken up 
in this coming year and made useful? Reassessment. The brink of a new year is a good 
time for reassessment. 
 

Third, New Year's is an excellent time for mid-course corrections. Sure, we might fail in 
what we set out to do, but if we fail to plan, the old saw goes, then we plan to fail. If 
you're so fearful of failure that you never set up your row of tin cans to shoot at, you're 
not very likely to hit any at all. Failure is not the end. For the person who determines to 
learn from it, failure is a friend. 
 

One of my heroes in the Bible is the Apostle Paul. Talk about failure! Throughout his life 
he was opposed, persecuted, shipwrecked, stoned and left for dead, deserted by trusted 
co-workers, slandered, and scorned. Sometimes it seemed that projects to which he had 
devoted years were turning to dust before his eyes. But during from one of his stints in 
prison, we can see from one of his letters an unwillingness to quit. "Forgetting what is 
behind," he wrote, "and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3:13-14, 
NIV) No wonder he made a mark on his world. He stopped looking back, and looked  
forward instead. He didn't let the fear of failure keep him from trying again. 
 

Fourth, New Year's is a time to learn to rely more heavily on the grace of God. Now I've 
met a few self-made men and women and so have you, but so often these people seem 
proud and driven. There is another way: beginning to trust in God's help. One more  
secret from the Apostle Paul: "I can do everything through Him who gives me strength," 
he said (Phil 4:13, NIV). And God's strength saw him through a lot—through pain, 
through joy, and through accomplishment. 
 

If this last year, you didn't practice relying on the Lord as much as you should have, 
there is no time like the present to make a New Year's resolution. In fact, why don't you 
say a short prayer right now—use these words if you like: "Dear God, I want the new 
year to be different for me." Now spell out in prayer some of the changes you'd like to 
see. And close this way: "Lord Jesus, I know that I'm going to need a lot of help for this. 
So right now I place myself in your hands. Help me to receive Your strength. Amen." 
Good. Now you've got a much better chance of a Happy New Year.   
 

Joyful Heart Renewal Ministries  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE NEED OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 
 

“Let us not [give] up meeting together, as some are  
in the habit of doing, but [encourage] one another” HEBREWS 10:25 

 

I grew up the firstborn son of a Southern Baptist preacher. Every Sunday the expectation 

was clear: I was to be in church. Possible exceptions? Maybe if I had a significant fever.  
But the truth is, I absolutely loved going, and I even went a few times feverish. But the 
world has changed, and the numbers for regular church attendance are not what they used  
to be. Of course, the quick question is why? The answers are many and varied. Author  
Kathleen Norris counters those answers with a response she received from a pastor to the 
question, “Why do we go to church?” He said, “We go to church for other people. Because 
someone may need you there.” 
   Now by no means is that the only reason we go to church, but his response does resonate 
with the heartbeat of the writer to the Hebrews. He urged the believers to persevere in the 
faith, and to achieve that goal he stressed “not giving up meeting together” (Hebrews 
10:25). Why? Because something vital would be missed in our absence: “encouraging one 
another” (v. 25). We need that mutual encouragement to “spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds” (v. 24). 
   Brothers and sisters, keep meeting together, because someone may need you there. And 
the corresponding truth is that you may need them as well.—JOHN BLASÉ 
 
 

REFLECT AND PRAY 
 

What are the top four reasons you either go to church or don’t go? 
How does knowing “someone may need you there”  

make you feel about meeting together? 
 

Heavenly Father, as I meet with others to worship and praise Your  
name, help me to also encourage others in Your name. Forgive me  

when I overlook the latter because I’m too preoccupied with myself.  

Insights

 
Ar�cle borrowed from  

OUR DAILY BREAD 

December 2021 

The le�er to the Hebrews was wri�en to Jewish believers in Jesus who, due to persecu�on and hardship, 

were in danger of dri)ing from the faith. Therefore, it makes sense that the author would remind them of 

the confidence they could have in Christ, for it provides an an�dote for their doubts. The New Bible     

Commentary says, “The word translated confidence is found in four important contexts in Hebrews (3:6; 

4:16; 10:19; 10:35). Fundamentally, it’s a confidence of free and open access to God . . . based on the 

unique sacrifice of Jesus (by the blood of Jesus).” As a result, the believers were encouraged to embrace 

the confidence that they were truly part of God’s “house” (3:6), to enter God’s presence confidently in 

prayer (4:15–16), to enter God’s presence in worship (10:19), and to maintain that confidence in living out 

their lives (10:35).—BILL CROWDER  



THE  
NARROW ROAD  

TO HEAVEN 
 

by BILLY GRAHAM 
 

When the American astronauts astonished the human race with their spectacularly successful first visit to the 
moon, they took Apollo 11 on a very narrow trajectory through space. Only the tiniest margin for deviation 
was permitted, and flight corrections were made periodically throughout the voyage. 
   Now suppose the NASA control center in Houston had received word from the Apollo 11 that the astronauts 
were off course, and Houston had replied, “Oh, that’s all right. There are a number of roads leading to the 
moon. Just keep on the way you are going!” You and I know that they would have kept going, but they would 
never have come back. 
   People today don’t like that word “narrow,” but Jesus said there are two roads to the future life for all of us. 
There are two destinies: Heaven or hell. And He taught that the way to hell and destruction is broad, but the 
way to Heaven is narrow, and “there are few who find it” (Matthew 7:14). Christ did not divide men and  
women into rich and poor, black and white or educated and uneducated. He divided them into those on the 
broad road that heads toward destruction, and those on the narrow road leading to eternal life. “Christ did not 
divide men and women into rich and poor, black and white or educated and uneducated. He divided them into 
those on the broad road that heads toward destruction, and those on the narrow road leading to eternal life.” 
   Which road are you on? 
   You can get onto the broad road with no trouble. All the extremes of humanity are traveling on it: the sex 
glutton, the drug pusher, the murderer, the rapist, the thief. But a lot of church people are on it, too. Matthew 
tells us that at the same time Jesus was speaking about the broad road, He described some people who thought 
they were on their way to Heaven, but when they got to the judgment He said to them, “I never knew 
you” (Matthew 7:23). 
   They protested, “But Lord, I cast out demons in your name. Lord, I was an evangelist. I was this; I was 
that” (Cf. Matthew 7:22). And Jesus said He would say to them, “I don’t even know you.”  
   He said the broad road is a deceptive road. It may seem right to many people to get what they can out of life, 
to seek their own pleasure, to satisfy their own appetites. But the Bible says, “There is a way that seems right 
to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12). 
   Jesus said that the broad road leads to a place or a condition He described as hell. I can’t pretend to solve all 
the mysteries of hell, but whatever else hell may mean, it is separation from God. Jesus used three words to 
describe it: fire, darkness and death. 
   The Bible teaches that God does not take delight in the fact that men and women on the broad road are lost 
and bound for hell. It declares that God loves us. He sent His Son to keep us from being lost. He sent the Holy 
Spirit to prompt us and convict us of our sins so that we would not be lost. If you are lost, and if you go to hell, 
it will be by your own deliberate choice, because God never meant you to go there. It is your own decision. 
   Commander Neil Armstrong and the other astronauts showed us afresh the amazing precision of the laws of 
nature. We know exactly at what temperature water boils, and at what temperature it freezes. If God is so  
precise about His natural laws, why should He be haphazard about His spiritual and moral laws? 
   Jesus said that the road is narrow and the gate is narrow, and that He Himself is the gate. “I am the door,” He 
declared. “If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved” (John 10:9). He told us, “Don’t try to come some other 
way. That’s the way a robber would do it. There is only one door, and one gate. I am the way, the truth, and 
the life. I am the way to Heaven. You have to come by Me.” 
   You might say to me, “Billy, I can’t accept that. I want to go to Heaven, and I think there is such a place. But 
I just don’t want to come by the way of Jesus.” Well, I’m sorry, but there is no compromise at this point. I 
have no authority from the Bible to bargain with your soul, no authority to lower the standards. It is true that 
we live in an age of tolerance in which you can believe anything you want to believe. But it is also true that 
there are rules in every realm of life, and Jesus has given us a precise rule about the way to Heaven. According 
to Scripture, Heaven is a gift of God because of what His Son, Jesus Christ, did on the cross. 
   What is Heaven going to be like? I believe the Bible teaches that Heaven is a literal place. I believe that out 
there in space, where there are millions of galaxies, many of them a hundred thousand light years or more in 
diameter, God can find some place to put us. I’m not worried about where it is. I know it is going to be where 
Jesus is. 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 



 

THE  
NARROW ROAD  

TO HEAVEN 
 

by BILLY GRAHAM—continued 
 
   Jesus said to His followers: “I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). Abraham, we are told, “looked for 
a city … whose builder and maker is God” (Cf. Hebrews 11:10).  Scripture says that “here we have no  
continuing city” (Hebrews 13:14). There is nothing permanent in this life. Nothing lasts. But there are some 
things we know about Heaven, and one is that, according to the Bible, Heaven is going to be home. 
   The moment we accept Christ, we become strangers here. We become citizens of two worlds. As citizens of 
this world, we ought to vote, help in good projects in our communities, become interested in all the social 
problems that we face. We ought to do what we can to make our planet a better place in which to live. But the 
Bible says in several places that we are pilgrims and strangers on the Earth, and that our permanent citizenship 
is in Heaven. 
   I am on the sunset side now. I’m a great-grandfather and very proud of it. I’m not likely to live to be a  
hundred. By all standards, most of my life is gone, and I’m glad to be a citizen of the future world. The  
advertisements try to make us believe that some of the modern retirement centers are “heaven.” But I have  
visited these places and know a lot of older people, and I can tell you that it takes more than retirement to deal 
with the aches and pains and problems of old age. 
   Retirement is not quite what the ads say, unless Christ is in your heart. You experience a foretaste of Heaven 
the moment you receive Christ; Heaven comes to live in your heart, because where Christ is, there is Heaven. 
   In the future life, those of us who know Christ are going to be like Him. There will not be any racial  
discrimination or any poverty or any war. The police won’t have anything to do. What a world it is going to 
be! The utopia we dreamed of and thought we could build on Earth, but failed to do, is going to be in Heaven. 
“Christians don’t have to go around discouraged and despondent with their shoulders bent. We are on our way 
to Heaven! This is not our home and this is not our world. We are going to help here all we can, but we are on 
our way to a better world.” 
   It is going to be a place of service. Some people have the idea that Heaven consists of sitting under a palm 
tree and having someone wave a branch over them. But in Revelation 22:3 we are told, “His servants shall 
serve Him.” I believe that means we are going to work. 
   Heaven will be a place where mysteries will be cleared up. Why did we have suffering down here? Why 
were loved ones taken at a particular moment? We will understand something of the enormity of sin. We will 
understand why there is a hell, and what the devil is all about and why God allowed him to exist as long as he 
did. We’ll know something of the price Christ paid on the cross for our salvation, which we cannot fathom 
now. In that day we will understand. 
   Like many others, I have personally staked my eternal future on the fact that the Bible is true and that Jesus 
knew what He was talking about. If you have not made such a commitment, I am asking you to do it. As an 
individual you have a right to reject the suggestion. You don’t have to believe what I have been telling you. It 
is interesting to read about, perhaps, but it is your privilege to pass it up. That’s your freedom of choice. 
   I also have the same freedom, and I have accepted God’s offer of salvation in Christ. It has brought many 
answers to my life and has given me peace, security and serenity. 
   One last thought: Heaven will be the place of the final coronation of the King of kings, when Jesus Christ is 
crowned King of the Universe. What a day that is going to be! I am looking forward to the time. My seat is 
reserved. It was bought not with my silver and gold; it was bought with the blood of Christ on the cross. 
   Christians don’t have to go around discouraged and despondent with their shoulders bent. We are on our 
way to Heaven! This is not our home and this is not our world. We are going to help here all we can, but we 
are on our way to a better world. When one gets that perspective, one can be a better servant of the Lord right 
here. By warnings, by invitations and by commands, the Bible urges people to make that decision. 
   Which road are you on today? Which direction are you traveling? Are you going toward destruction, or are 
you going toward life and on course to Heaven? Which way? 
   You can make the choice. You can take the first step. It’s costly. It’s not easy to go through that narrow gate, 
and it’s not easy to follow Christ, but it is a glorious and wonderful experience, even here on this Earth. Think 
of it—the joy, the peace, the sense of forgiveness that He gives you; and then Heaven too!  
   Will you come? ©1969 BGEA 
 

Don’t assume that because you’re “a good person” or you go to church, you’re on the road to Heaven.  
The Bible teaches that you must turn away from sin, trust Jesus as your Savior and follow Him as your Lord.  

If you will do that, God promises to give you a new beginning and a new life that is both abundant and eternal.  
Right now, wherever you are, you can begin a relationship with God. It’s the most important thing you’ll ever do. 
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Prayers: If you know of someone who is in need of prayers, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Prayer Chain: If you have an emergency prayer request, or would like to 
join the prayer chain, please contact Susan McGee at 208-312-3864 

2022 

 We offer up prayers for . . .  
 
 

 

• God answering prayers, big and small! Good is good—all the time! 
• All who are fighting cancer and those recovering from various illnesses and injuries 
• Prayers of thanksgiving for God’s Son—his indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 
• Prayers of support and encouragement for all our shut-ins and those in care centers 
• All who have lost loved ones 
• The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 
• All who have lost jobs 
• Those facing financial uncertainties  
• Wisdom for those making difficult decisions 
• Our church leaders 
• Our military  
• Our government leaders 
• Our partnership ministries: Crossroads Harbor Domestic Violence Shelter, Helping 

Hands Christian Center, Operation Christmas Child and Angel Tree Ministry 
                

For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; 
and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness,  

brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love.  
2 Peter 1:5-7  

PASTOR: 
Rev. John L. Ziulkowski 
 

Pastor’s office hours:   
Wednesdays 9:00am—1:00pm 
   (also available by appointment) 
 

Pastor’s Email: lrzski@yahoo.com 
Pastor’s cell phone: 208-430-5359 
 
Office Administrator: Barbra Moore  
     New Office Hours T—F 9am—2pm 
     Office phone: 678-5131 
     Office email: burleypc@pmt.org  
 
Clerk of Session: Kathy Poulton  
Director of Music: Paul Pugh 
Pianist: Susan McGee  
Nursery Attendant: Bonnie Stanley 
Custodian: Linda Culley 
Prayer Chain: Susan McGee 208-312-3864 

Service Times:                                                         
Sunday School 9:30 am                                             
Worship 10:45 am 


